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Life In The Balance – A Series On Romans 
Chapter 2 – The Danger of Judging Others 
 
John Calvin: "If a man understands Romans he has a sure road open to help him understand the 
entire Bible." 
 
 
 
Romans Chapter 1          Court Room Scene 
Justice and Mercy                 The case:  mankind's Guilt or Innocence before God  
God’s wrath                The charge:  mankind has deliberately rejected God 
Godlessness & Wickedness                 The prosecutor:  Paul 
                The accused:  all of humanity 
                The defense:  we’re without excuse  
                The verdict:  mankind is guilty 
 
 
Romans 2:1-4 (NIV) 
 
• The KEY is the word “JUDGMENT” but here, it doesn’t mean: to evaluate, 

analyze, discriminate, or be discerning. 
 
• “JUDGMENT” = krinō: to condemn, to sentence, to pass a verdict  
 
• The word that describes us when we do that is: self-righteous 
 
 
 
 
Four Characteristics of the Self-Righteous Person: 
 
1. The Self-Righteous Person: accuses others and excuses himself 
 

• Romans 2:1 (NIV) You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 
someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, 
because you who pass judgment do the same things.  

 
• We end up re-labeling our own sins. 

 
 

 
 
2. The Self-Righteous Person: measures by the wrong standard 
 

• Romans 2:2 (NIV) Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such 
things is based on truth.  

  
• The self-righteous person compares others to himself. 

 
 
3. The Self-Righteous Person: thinks judging creates superiority  
 

• Romans 2:3 (NIV) So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the 
same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment?   

 
• One of the reasons we like to judge others is: to feel better 

 
 
4. The Self-Righteous Person: misinterprets God’s blessing 
 

• Romans 2:4 (NIV) Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance 
and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance? 

 
• “contempt” = “kataphroneō”  Means: “to treat it lightly; to have low 

regard for; to take it for granted”   
 

• Our attitude should be one of knowing that we didn’t get what we 
deserved 

 
 
 
Luke 7:36-47 (NLT) 
 

• Jesus’ solution for self-righteous judgment? GRATITUDE 
 

• Self-Righteousness: “thinking oneself faultless” 
 

• 1 Corinthians 10:12 (MSG) Don't be so naive and self-confident. You're not 
exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-
confidence; it's useless. Cultivate God-confidence.  

 
 


