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You Asked For It! – Marriage, Family, and Relationships 
 
 
THESIS: If you try to build intimacy with another person before you have done 
the work of becoming whole on your own, all your relationships become an 
attempt to complete yourself. 
 
 

1. Your Profound Significance 
 

Ephesians 3:17-19 (MSG) And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly 
on love, youʼll be able to take in with all Christians the extravagant 
dimensions of Christ's love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its 
length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the 
fullness of God. 

 
See yourself through the lens of love, instead of the filter of fear. 

 
1 John 4:15-16 (NIV) There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. Unswerving Authenticity 
 

Ephesians 4:1 (MSG) I want you to get out there and walk—better yet, 
run!—on the road God called you to travel. I don't want any of you sitting 
around on your hands. I don't want anyone strolling off, down some path that 
goes nowhere. 

 
Selfishness insists on a predetermined outcome. 
 
Authenticity invites people into a loving process. 

 
 
 
 
 

1 John 4:20-21 (NIV) Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they 
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given 
us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and 
sister. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

  

3. Self-giving Love 
 

Ephesians 4:2-3 (MSG) And mark that you do this with humility and 
discipline—not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each 
other in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending 
fences. 

 
1 John 4:7-12 (NIV) Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God.8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love.9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete in us. 

 
God wants to restore to you the art of giving and receiving love. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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