
REAL RELATIONSHIPS 5: COURAGEOUS CONFLICT  

All relationships have conflict. 

James 4:1-3 NIV 1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from 
your desires that battle within you? 2You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet 
but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because 
you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 

We keep trying to change others. God wants to change us.  

What causes conflict?  

Poor communication. 
Psalm 141:3 NIV Set a guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips. 

Unfulfilled expectations. 

Despising differences. 
Mark 3:25 NIV If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 

Sin nature. 
Romans 3:23 NLT For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

How we typically respond to conflict:  

My way. 

Your way. 

Half way. 

God’s way. 

Galatians 2:20 NIV I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.  

1 Corinthians 15:31 NIV I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily. 

The big idea: Love and conflict are not polar opposites.  

Proverbs 27:6 NIV Wounds form a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.  

Secondary offenses just make things worse. 

Matthew 18:15-20 (MSG) “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out 
between the two of you. If he listens, you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or 
two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. 
If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start 
over from scratch, confront him with the need for repentance, and offer again God’s 
forgiving love. 18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on 
earth is no in heaven. What you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. When two of 
you get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of it, my Father in heaven 
goes into action. And when two or three of you are together because of me, you can be 
sure that I’ll be there.” 

Relationship Rules:  

1. Go to them in private. 
  
2. Bring one or two people.  

3. Let the church help bring peace.  

4. Treat them like someone who needs repentance and love. 

2 tools to keep conflict at a minimum:  

1. Are we ok?  

2. Say the final 10% 

What’s your response?  
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